


We at 'Starblazer' want to bring you the very best in Fantasy Fiction. To 
do that we need your help. 

So that we can produce the kind of stories you want to read, please fill in 
the questionnaire on this page and send it to 'Starblazer', D. C. Thomson & 
Co. Ltd., 185 Fleet Street, London EC4A 2HS. 

If you don't want to cut your issue of "Starblazer", you can copy the 
questionnaire onto a sheet of paper. 

And there's a chance to win a full-colour print of one of our new-style 
wraparound covers! 

The senders of the ten letters which we judge to be the most informative 
will each receive one of the prints. We want to hear from you NOW! 


What kind of science SUPERHEROES 10 FANTASY 
fiction do you most enjoy? DUNGEONS SWORD AND 
Please tick AND DRAGONS CO SORCERY 
appropriate boxes. POST (HORROR 
If you dislike any type HOLOCAUST 10 STAR WARS 
of story, place a cross ADVENTURE OO DR. WHO 
in the box. HUMOUR 10 MYSTERY 


Where do you normally buy your STARBLAZER?. 




















Which is your favourite STARBLAZER story?. 





Which is your favourite character? 
Which is your favourite science fiction movie? 








Have you any comments to make about STARBLAZER. . . good 
or bad? 








THE ISLAND KINGDOM OF EYRAN HAD LONG 
BELIEVED ITSELF SAFE FROM THE CORRUPT 
CIISMANI EMPIRE, FAR ACROSS THE SEA, 
PROTECTED BY THE FEARFUL THEOCRATS, THEY 
LIVED ІМ PEACE AND PROSPERITY. BUT TIMES. 


CHANGE, AS DUKE EVAN AND HIS SON GARYN, 
WERE ABOUT TO DISCOVER. 


INE SUCHA 
UNDER THE 


0 
NTURIES 
Ni 


ር! — PERHAPS. 
THEY ARE NOTHING MORE 
рэг THANA MYTH? 





NO... THEY EXIST, ALTHOUGH ہا‎ 
NOBODY HAS SET FOOT ON THEIR 
ISLAND KRAITH, THEY 7 





ЕЯНАРЗ, FATHER . . 
I HAVE MY DOUB: 


MY LORDS! WE HAVE A REPORT 
THAT A WARSHIP'S BEEN 
SIGHTED — COMING THIS WAY! ДЕ 





Ħ AVE, YOUR GRACE! JUST THE 
ONE, AND IT'S FLYING PARLAY 
SIGNALS. 

































































IMPERIAL SHIP DREW CLOSE TO 
لم‎ ME WITH ALARMING 





ALERT THE GONSTABULARVI 
GET EVERVONE VOU CAN FROM 
THE LOCAL GARRISON AND 
MEET ME ON THE DOCK! 

1 


0 


AS GARVN AND HIS FATHER DRESSED IN 


MORE SUITABLE GEAR, THE DUKE'S 
FAMILY APPEARED. 





BY THE TIME THE DUKE МАО JOINED HIS MEN ON 
THE QUAY, THE WARSHIP WAS ALREADY SAILING 
ARROGANTLY INTO THE HARBOUR, DISDAINFUL OF 


THE SMALL FISHING CRAFT 80881116 AROUND HER. 





И IMPERIAL MAJESTY, ROMIKAL А 
ОР CJISMANI. I AM FLEET — 1 


OF THE PEOPLI ВА! 
AND EMISSARV OF THE AND THE ETERNAL 
qp, IMPERIAL COURT. 1.2 X THEOCRATS. 


ሠ 1 У ( COMMANDER, IN THE NAME 
PLE OF EYRAN Z | 


TO WHAT DO WE OWE THE 
PLEASURE OF THIS VISIT, 
COMMANDER JARETH? 


HIS IMPERIAL HIGHNESS 
WISHES TO MAKE ል FINAL PACT 
WITH THE RULERS OF EYRAN, 
THE THEOCRATS, TOO LONG 
OUR LANDS HAVE LIVED IN 
MUTUAL FEAR OF THE OTHER'S 
[у SORCERY. EMPEROR ROMIKAL 








9 
THAT NIGHT, THE DUKE - YOU KEEP AN EXCELLENT | THANK YOU, 
ENTE 5 TABLE, VOUR GRACE. FEW COMMANDER. AND I 
pop IN THE EMPIRE COULD DRINK TO FUTURE 
` BETTER ІТ. ` 
0 





PEACE BETWEEN 
EYRAN AND CJISMANI. 
ж 
2R 


EVEN AS THE ዚዩበ- 
COMMANDER SPOKE, A. 
SUDDEN ROAR WENT UP || 
FROM THE STREETS 
BELOW. ہے‎ 


መሙ NG 

Ka J WHAT IS THIS? YOUR 5 9 
v ( CREW, COMMANDER — ) NA 
T WHAT ARE THEY ...7 МЕ 
ya” 
THEY CELEBRATE A / 
NEW BEGINNING, DUKE хэй! WA: 
ws EVAN — AS DO WE 


++. THE TRIUMPH ОҒ 
GJISMANI MIGHT OVER 
YOUR THRICE-CURSED 
WIZARD RULERS! 


STRANGE FORCES BLAZED IN / 
THE JEWEL, AND EVAN WAS 
STRUCK DOWN IN AN 

INSTANT. 


HIS MIND STILL REFUSING 
YO ACCEPT THE BETRAYAL, | 
GARVN SEIZED THE ONLY | 34 
WEAPON НЕ COULD FIND. . Å 
ЕЕЕ ጋ 
上 |. ' б 


MURDERER! LEAVE 
MY MOTHER ALONE! 
ሪ TR 













IN AN INSTANT, THE LIVES OF 
THE DUCHESS RALENDA AND. 
CALAM WERE SIMILARLY 
SNUFFED. 


DO YOU REALLV THINK 
YOU CAN PREVAIL 







те 
OUT IN THE STREETS IT 
WAS A BLOODBATH, AS THE 


Й SCARED OF ALITTLE 
Жа FLAME ARE YOU? 


{ NATURALLY NOT! BUT IN THIS J, К 
FLICKERING LIGHT, WE MUST ) S NE 
TAKE GREATER CARE. I PRIDE / (8 

Й MYSELF ON THE QUICK KILL. 1. айн 

A ^] 


GIVE UP YOU 
FOOL— YOUR 
THEOCRATS 
HAVE FORSAKEN 
YOU! AAAA . . .! 


FI AND MUCH GOOD WILL 
THAT KNOWLEDGE DO YOU, 
CJISMANI DOG! 





АРМА! LOOK OUT! 






ИМА VOU ^ч 





OUTSIDE, AN IMPERIAL 768 
HOVERED, ITS METAL WINGS BEATING 
LOUDLY. A ROPE LADDER SNAKED 
DOWN TOWARDS THE SHATTERED 
PALACE. ` 


BA, ( FAREWELL, EVRANDOGI 
THIS T AN 


wayrana, 


GARYN RAISED THE REET- (N 
COMMANDER'S CRYSTAL... By 





YET IARETH HAD SPOKEN THE TRUTH, THE 
THEOCRATS COULD NOT — OR WOULD 
NOT — HELP EVRAN. THE ISLAND WAS 
DOOMED 一 








EYRAN IG LOST — THE KI AND SO THE “CRYSTAL DEATH” WAS LAUNCHED. SHE WAS THE 
THEOGRATS CAN SAVE FASTEST SHIP EYRAN SHIPWRIGHTS COULD DESIGN. 
HER, IF HEY WILLI BUT WE COMMANDING HER, GARYN TURMED PIRATE — HARRYING THE 


ANDT ا‎ SLOWER IMPERIAL FREIGHTERS, SENDING MANY TO THE 
BOTTOM. 
REVENGE OURSELVES ON 
SHE сима EMPIRE! 








GARYN STOOD BY THE HELM, THE SHIP 


STEERED BY HIS FATHER'S OLDEST RETAINER, || 


DANU — NOW ONE OF GARYN'S CLOSEST 


AYE! SHE'S HELPED US | 


( МАМҮ 
TIMES WITH NEWS OF IMPERIAL 
SHIPPING... 


ዘ THOUGHTS WERE INTERRUPTI 
ACRY FROM ABOVE. per 


‘SAIL, CAPTAIN! OFF THE ፲፻ 


PORT SIDE! LOOKS TO 
BEA ۷ 
IN THE WATER! 


BRING HER ROUND, 
DAN SMELL I RICH 7 








THE CRYSTAL DEATH TURNED SWIFTLY TO PORT, AND BORE 
DOWN UPON THE SLOW TRADING SHI 






































1) | [ር HAVE THEM < ከያ 
ІІІ) 

AYE! ais WHY. LUTTE 
TRYING TO RUN FORIT? 
ир 


1 


























RI 




















| AGERM or WORRY BEGAN TO 
“fl fu: № [ር GNAW AT GARYNS STOMACH. 





y AINI SAIL ON THE TT ISA WARSHIPIIT'S A 
HORIZON! IT LOOKS LIKE A J| | TRAP! TURN US ABOUT, 
WARSHIP, CAPTAIN! 개 


FLYING THROUGH THE WAVES. 


FASTER THAN SEEMED POSSIBLE, 
THE HUGE IMPERIAL WARSHIP 
CLOSED ON THE CRYSTAL DEATH 
WITH FRIGHTENING SPEED. IT 
WAS THE IMPERIAL BARGE 
ITSELF, EMPEROR ROMIKAL'S 
"WARRIOR EAGLE". 





'HAVE VOU EVER SEEN ру 


SUCH A SHIP, DANU? 


BUT DANU'S WORDS WERE PREMATURE — AS 
TENTACLES OF MAGICAL POWER REACHED. 
ғ WARSHIP, ENSNARING ۲۹۶ 





GIVE HER A BROADSIDE, DANU! 
АТ POINT BLANK RANGE! 


AYE, M'LUDI THAT'LL 
SINGE THEIR 
IURE 





THEN А FAMILIAR FIGURE WAS DRAGGED ONTO THE 
DECK OF THE IMPERIAL SHIP — QARINA. AND WITH HER, 
THE SMIRKING EMPEROR ROMIKAL HIMSELF. 

$ 5 ج وا 


STAY YOUR HAND, MY LORD 
DUKE GARYN. WE HAVE 
SOMEONE HERE WHOM I 





WHAT DO YOU WANT, 
EMPEROR ROMIKALŻ 


WELCOME, Your Үй 
Е. COMI 


IE, 
ТЕС | REFRESH YOURSELF — 
l) (HATE TO SEE GOOD 
FOOD GO TO WASTE. 





АН, YES — РМ AFRAID OUR. 
LATE FLEET-COMMANDER 
SOMEWHAT EXCEEDED HIS 
BRIEF THERE. A MAN WHO 
ENJOYED HIS WORK. 


WHY ARE YOU HERE? HAVE $ 
a, YOU COME TO TELL ME ЁС: 


ور EYRAN IS FALLEN?‏ م 


THE THEOCRATS ARE DEAD, 
EMPEROR, IF THEY EVER EXISTEDI 
THEY WERE NO MORE THAN FAIRY 
'TALES TO FRIGHTEN CHILDREN . 

АМО EMPERORS. 


f BY NO 
YOU LEFT IT, THESE MANY MONTHS 
GONE. | SHALL HAVE HER SOON, 
BUT FIRST | HAVE A LITTLE TASK TO 
OVERSEE. WE SAIL FOR KRAITH, ji 

NOW THAT WE HAVE YOU. I WANT 
TO BE ASSURED THAT THE 
THEOCRATS ARE AS POWERLESS 
ASIAM LED TO BELIEVE. 








SAY, A GUARANTEE OF 
YOUR GOOD 
BEHAVIOUR? 


NO NEED, YOUR IMPERIAL 

MAJESTY. I HAVE NO FAITH 

IN THE THEOCRATS, BUT IF 

THEY LIVE INDEED, THEN I 
VE THAI 





WE NEEDED WAS A PLUMP 
TRADER SET IN YOUR PATH, 
AND TO WAIT. 


- (I HAD NO IDEA I HAD 
BECOMESO — d 
PREDICTABLE, 








1FIND ALL MEN 
PREDICTABLE, LORD 
GARYN — THAT IS WHY 

AM EMPEROR. ж 


y ÆR 
EMPEROR ROMIKAL LED GAI 
DOWN THROUGH WINDING 
CORRIDORS DECORATED WITH 
DISTURBING MURALS, 





DEEP IN THE HEART OF THE 
SHIP THROBBED ለ HUGE 


222 


CRYSTALS OF ABASTON 
| [DRIVE MY BARGE THROUGH 
THE WATER FASTER THAN A 
DOLPHIN, REGARDLESS OF. 
? OARS OR SAILS, AND 
PROVIDE PROTECTION 
AGAINST ANYTHING THIS. 4 
: (WORLD MAY THROW AT US. 








YOU MAY RETURN TO YOUR 
CIRCUMSTANCES — BUT | 


А YOU'RE TOO KIND, 
OWN SHIP AND EXPLAIN THE E RAPERLAL MAJESTY, 


UNDERSTAND KRAITH WILL Y سے‎ 
$ _ BE SIGHTED IN NO MORE 11 
THAN THREE HOURS, AND BV 1 ЛА 
Ч THAT TIME | WANT YOU BACK Л WA EA 
à Ki d 


BACK ON THE CRYSTAL DEATH, GARYN 
EXPLAINED TO HIS OLD FRIEND. 


5 BUT DON'T YOU FEEL 
YOU'RE BETRAYING EYRAN, 
OR THE THEOCRATS, IN 
k SOME WAY, M'LUD? 


THE THEOCRATS NEVER SAW `? 
FIT TO SAVE MY FAMILY, DANUI 
IF THEY CAN DEFEAT THE 
EMPEROR, SO BE IT — IF NOT, I 
OWE THEM NOTHING! EYRAN Д 
WOULD BE UNDER THE c4 
INS IMPERIAL HEEL ANYWAY, 





፪ 
LET IT BLIND YOU TO YOU! 
FOR NOW, ROMIKAL LEADS — НЕ 
HOLDS QARINA'S LIFEIN HIS $) 
HAND. BUT WHO KNOWS WHEN 
THAT MAY CHANGE, ALL I ASK IS 
区 THAT YOU BE READY. 
TPR 
HIS HEART HEAVY, HIS MIND CONFUSED, 
GARVN ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE LED BACK TO 
THE WARRIOR EAGLE. 


BUT EVEN AS THE PIRATE LORD. 
STEPPED ONTO THE IMPERIAL BARGE, 
А MASSIVE FIGURE APPEARED BEFORE 


THE Wi 

THEOCRATS KNOW YOUR 
q LAN — TURN BACK 
BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE! 


' Y OF THE OCCULT ARE 
MINE TO COMMAND? JA 








INEED NO ABASTON 
CRYSTAL TO VANQUISH 
SUCH AS YOU! 3 


X4 


WITH A СОКТЕНРТОО 6 


EMPEROR DESTROYED THE CREATURI 


THERE, MY DEAR 
DISPLACED DUKE — DO 
YOU STILL DOUBT THE 
EXISTENCE OF YOUR 
REVERED THEOCRATS? 


1DOUBT EVERYTHING, 

EMPEROR. INCLUDING 

THE SOURCE OF THAT 
MIRAGE, 





BY THE SEVEN HELLS! I THINK 
#LL MAKE YOU AN ADMIRAL 


WHEN EYRAN IS MINE, DUKE J7 


GARYNI I FIND YOUR 
PESSIMISM MOST 
REFRESHING! 


31 


hd oe ABOVE THE 
-— IND OF RAZOR-! 
AND DEADLY REEFS. AR HUNE S 





NOW YOU DISAPPOINT ME, 
GARYN. I KNOW FORA FACT 
THAT YOU HAVE SAILED 
AROUND KRAITH 
TIMES, DRAWN BY SOME 
FASCINATION. I 


3 28--2, 
ASINGLE-SAILED GALLEY BURST OUT FROM ` М 
Ca 


BEHIND A ROCKY SCREEN, AND RUSHED 
ACROSS THE WATER TOWARDS THEM. 





"WARE ATTACK! MARINES 
TO FORWARD STATIONS! 


7 
UT WHAT ABOUT Ay 


Z b 
(YSTAL DEATH? SHE'S. [ 
Е GALLEY'S f $ 
TH! Буй 1م‎ 











W BY THE SEVEN HELLS! A 


fi „| GAP IN THE CLIFF WALL — A 
gt WAY THROUGH! 














CONGRATULATIONS, 
IMPERIAL MAJESTY 一 


TO THE CLIFF-TOPSIN $ 
MINUTES. 


ለዓ HE SPOKE, CREWMEN PREPARED THE 
TLYING MACHINES FOR USE. 








PT PERHAPS YOU WOULD 


CARE TO BE AMONGST 
THE FIRST TO STEP 
ASHORE? 


N 


SILENT, FOR THE 
CLASHING OF ITS WINGS, 


SS THE ORNITHOPTER SPRANG 
: sat ጋመ 
2 





WITHIN MOMI THEY HAD 
REACHED شاو‎ 























J( ርህ ععد‎ youn ава 
јр THE EFFICIENCY OF THE 
EMPIRE? 


y RING WHATEVER 
UNKNOWN LANDS THERE 
MAY BE. 





STEERING IT. LIKE OUR 
7 LIGHT-LANGES, IT NEEDS 
NO CONTROLS OTHER. 

THAN THE MIND. 
CJISHMANIIS AN EMPIRE 


OF SORGERERS! 





40 


AND THEN THE WATERS OF THE LAGOON ۱۱۱ ዘ 

‘SEEMED ТО COME TO LIFE AS COUNTLESS 2 

WRITHING TENTACLES SWARMED OVER 
THE IMPERIAL BARGE. 








GHAD MOT TIME TO DO YOU STILL BELIEVE THE 
IMON EVEN THE RATS' POWER IS 
WANING, EMPEROR 





TURNING HIS BACK ON THE CURSED LAGOON, WITH JUST THE PILOT ABOARD, THE REMAINING 
КӨЛІ TURNED HIS FACE TOWARDS THE CENTRE ви SKYWARD ONCE MORE. 
















































































TUE PILOT CAN ЗС 
|| / AHEAD FOR U: 
WATCH Еу ИТ, 


оос 





NOW — TOWARDS THE 
CENTRE. 


WE WILL HEAD INLAND FOR. 





ል CREATURE OUT OF THE WORST NIGHTMARE, THE 
BIRD-THING TORE AT THE ORNITHOPTER, RENDING IT 
APART LIKE A TOY. 


E 
THEOCRATS SUMMON 
HELP FROM OTHER <| 
REALMS — EVEN 
ABASTON POWER HAS. 
LITTLE EFFECT ON 
SUCH A CREATURE! 


AN 


ЙГ I THE EMPEROR SENT BOLT AFTER BOLT 
INTO THE SKY, BUT TO NO AVAIL. 





AND THEN, DROPPING THE DESTROYED 는 

ORMITHOPTER, THE GYROTHOL SWOOPED 

UPON THE PARTY BELOW. 
— 


ከዩ LAST MOMENT THE EMI 


Ч AT IPIRE MEN. 
| —— VID TO THE GROUND, AVOIDING THE 
2 ور‎ 51۷0081116 TALONS BY SCANT FEET. 
= 





45 
GARYN WAS THE FIRST UP, IN TIME TO SEE THE S i 
IMPOSSIBLE BIRD FADING AWAY LIKE MISI. — f 1 





yy х es መመመ‏ ےت 


















у % 895227 272 
1ACKNOWLEDGE NO SUPERIOR 
POWER! AND REMEMBER 
YOU ARE NO LONGER. 
NECESSARY. I MIGHT BE 
JUDGED THE KINDER IF I 
HAVE BOTH YOU AND 
QARINA KILLED NOW. ል 


GARYN COULD NO LONGER DOUBT | 
THE EXISTENCE OF THE THEOCRATS, - 
OR THEIR POWER. 


IT SEEMS | OWE YOU AN 
APOLOGY, QARINA. MY 
OWN BITTERNESS HAS 
BROUGHT US TO THIS! 


WHATEVER THEY WISH. 
PERHAPS THEY WILL DEIGN 
TO TELL ME WHY THEY DIDN'T 
ይልህ MOTHER AND FATHER 
BEFORE THEY METE OUT 
WHATEVER PUNISHMENT 
THEY ОЕЕМ FIT. 

- * 


< 
4 


Z 


WHILE, GARYN 1 
NO LONGER. ALL I FEAR 





AS EVENING FELL, THEY STOPPED 5 
AND MADE A SIMPLE CAMP. 

















































































































































































































































































































SOMEWHAT BENEATH 
алыл 


ቻች ONE HAS TO MAKE 
SACRIFICES. YOU TWO — 
GOAND SEEWHAT'S 
ЕУОНО THAT RISE — THIS 


Bi 
К CURSED ISLAND SEEMS TO 14 
GO ON FOREVER! på 


PERHAPS WE'VE JUST BEEN 
WALKING IN CIRCLES — OR 
Å | THE THEOCRATS ARE 
К WORKING SOME SPELL ОН. 


YOU THINK SO? WELL — 
WHAT WAS THAT? | 





Ay AN 


DÅ TERROR FILLED THE DARKNESS. 


48 


moss ши 
ann Др === 


FROM ITS EVER-MOVING JAWS. 





QARINA — СЕТ መ 2 
‘OUT OF HERE! ጎ.. AGF 
ےت رس‎ A УХ. ч 


IN A MOMENT THE THING WAS. 
AMONGST THEM, IMMUNE TO 
THE ARCANE BLASTS OF ABASTON. 을 ^ 
CRYSTALS. 2 





THE CREATURE SWUNG ۸ CLAW, 
KILLING TWO MARINES. . 


> 
YOURHIDE'S ToO 
THICK TO PIERCE, 
IEATURE — BUT | 
WONDER ABOUT YOUR 
GUTS! 


COME AHEAD, YOU 
OVERGROWN PRAWN! 
SEE HOW MUCH A TRUE 
SEAMAN FEARS YOU! 


GARVN STOOD HIS GROUND AS THE 
MONSTER CHARGED STRAIGHT AT НІМ... 





+ THEN RAMMED BOTH LIGHT- 
LANGS DEEP INSIDE THE THING 


= | VI ረረ 
AT, 72 





PAINFULLY, EVERY PART OF HIM ACHING, GARVN 1 
ቭዘለዚ፣ REGAII D CONSCIOUSNESS መሙ 


"AH — THE HERO 
AWAKES AT LAST, I SEE. 60) 
MORNING, YOUR GRACE. 





1TAKE IT YOU WILLED THE 
CRYSTALS TO FIRE INSIDE 
THE CREATURE ITSELF. | 
CONGRATULATE YOU — IT 
WAS THOUGHT ONLY ONE OF Л 
US COULD USE ABASTON 
POWER. - 


PERHAPS WE ALL HAVE 
SOMETHING OF THE 
WIZARD IN US, 
EMPEROR. 





HOWEVER, IT WOULD SEEM 
THAT OUR JOURNEY (5 
IU. ALMOST OVER. "cumul 
a s 





















































































































































































































































+++ TO А GRIM FORTRESS 
BROODING IN A CRATER IN 
THE VERY CENTRE OF KRAITH 
መ THE THEOCRATS' CASTLE. ㆍ 

















































































































53 
WITHOUT PAUSE, ROMIKAL LED THE 
SURVIVORS DOWN THE ROCKY SLOPE. 


vf GARVNITHAT 
FOUL CREATURE DIDN'T 
VANISH WHEN IT DIED 


AS THEY REACHED THE 
BOTTOM OF THE SLOPE, 
NIGHT FELL WITH 
UNNATURAL 
SUDDENNESS. 


DID YOU THINK 
TO BRING ANY 
BRANDS? 
ж. 


MAYBE! ESPECIALLY IF 
THE SCAVENGERS: 
BACK THERE ARE 

ANYTHING TO GO BY. 


| IGNORING GARYN AND THE EMPEROR, THE 
CREATURES CONCENTRATED ON THE FOUR 
REMAINING MARINES, SLAUGHTERING THEM 
Д MERCILESSLY. 





54 
EVEN AS GARYN SPOKE, A THICK RUDDY 














































































































LIGHT SPRANG FROM THE ROCK ITSELF, 
PAINTING EVERYTHING THE COLOUR OF 三 = УЕ = 




































































PESSIMIST, YOUR GRACE! 


IS ARE YOUR |: 


THESE WIZARD: 

A RULERS! SURELY YOU'LL 
BE SAFE FROM THEIR. 
WRATH? = 


me Mb 


2 r 
HIDEOUS WINGED TRAVESTIES OF 
LIFE DROPPED OUT OF THE NIGHT 
‘SKY ON TO THE PARTY, SCREECHING A 
NERVE-GRATING CRY. 





FIGHT BACK YOU FOOLS! 
‘THEY ARE ONLY THREE! 


ı AND THEN ALL OF THE MARINES 
гд, WERE DEAD — LEAVING PIRATE 
AND یں‎ TO FACE THE 





APLAGUE ON THIS 
7) CURSED SWORD! я 


= 'ግ `Y THE THIRD 
| CREATURE 
> SEEMS TO 
HAVE NO 
INTERESTIN 
5. ye 
Сэт» 
БЭЛ? 





THEN THE CREATURE NO! FOR THE 
пою AWAY— |] 
RÈS ነ t 

S 


MZ. жз 
AN OCCULT BARRIER LEAPT UP 


ЗЕЕ ቨ WAS THE 


THEOCRATS 0 
THEMSELVES, FINALLY COME TO 
JOIN THE BATTLE FOR THEIR 
DOMAIN. 


WE WELCOME YOU ALL TO KRAITH — 
EMPEROR ROMIKAL, GARYN AND. 
lj QARINA.IT WAS GOOD OF YOU TO. 





INA'S TWO GUARDS STEPPED 
FORWARD. GOLENI WERE UNSTOPPABLE 
AUTOMATONS POWERED BY THE 
EMPEROR'S ABASTON CRYSTALS. 

С“ ~ 








NOW LISTEN WELL, FOR THERE IS LITTLE TIME. THE 
THEOCRATS GROW OLD AND WEARY, AND WILL SOON 
Bey LEAVE THIS PLACE FOREVER. BUT BEFORE WE GO, ዓዳ 
መኑ THE QUESTION OF THE CJISMANI EMPIRE MUST ВЕ 
SOLVED. FOR THAT REASON ALONE HAVE WE 
ALLOWED A CHAMPION FROM EACH SIDE ON ТО. 41 





THEN YOU CHOSE BADLY, 
WIZARDSI THAT BOY CANNOT. 
HOPE TO DEFEAT MY COMBINED 
SKILLS WITH ABASTON CRYSTAL 
‘AND OTHER MAGICS! 


YOU ARE OURS, GARYNIALL THAT 
HAS HAPPENED TO YOU HAS BEEN ON THE CONTRARY. YOU NOTED 
YOURSELF HE HAS SOME TALENT 


OUR WISH — CRUEL THOUGH WE 
MAY SEEM. WE NEEDED A STRONG FOR SORCERY — FROM WHENCE 
SOUL TO FIGHT THIS LAST DUEL — زا‎ PIE YOU THINK THAT TALENT 

YOU HAVE BEEN THROUGH THE FIRE / | M AROSE? OUR CHAMPION WILL 

ЕК AND EMERGED. FACE YOU AS AN EQUAL. 








i 


Le > 5 
] 1 
МА д 
NO! WILL NOT FIGHT FOR N * 
THE ONES WHO CONDONED 
THE DEATH OF MY FAMILY! as ths 


/ i 
781 1 
THEN USE IT TO SAVE 
YOURSELF — FOR OUR 


SHIELD WILL NO. 
LONGER KEEP YOU. 
SAFEI 


I'VE WAITED LONG FOR 
THIS MOMENT, YOU 


POPPINJAY .. . 


x 5 ነ 
... BUT GARYN'S BLADE CUT 
iTS WAY THROUGH EASILY. 


WU 





-+-AND I WILL NOT BE CHEATED... 


... AAAAARRRRRGHHHH! у 
PATE 


=== 
Е 
AS SWORD AND CRVSTAL MET THERE WAS А 
BLINDING FLASH THAT ROCKED THE ISLAND, 


ፍ DESPITE LOSING HIS ABASTON CRYST 





EMPEROR COULD STILL DRAW 


THE 
4 HIS VAST 


OCCULT KNOWLEDGE. 


m 
UPON 








GARYN! HERE 一 Ү AND NOW, I SWEAR BY 
HOLD OUT YOUR HAND! 


si 
WILL BOTH SUFFER! 


са 


1 


Эн 
KE 





YOU FOUGHT WELL, GARYN — AND. 

QARINA TOO. EYRAN IS SAFE, AND THE 
CJISMANI EMPIRE WILL PERISH — 
HEADLESS BEAST WITHOUT ITS 


EMPEROR. WE MAY LEAVE YOU, CONTENT 
IN THE KNOWLEDGE YOU NO LONGER 


ㅜ NEED US. Ч 





++. AND А MOMENT LATER, ALL 
WERE ONCE AGAIN STANDING 
ABOVE THE LAGOON WHERE 
THEY HAD MADE LANDFALL, 


KM THE THEOCRATS MAKE YOU A 
А, PRESENT, GARYN AND QARINA. 
BUT FROM THIS MOMENT | 
YOUR FATES ARE YOUR OW? 
NO LONGER WILL WE DWELL ОМ 
(RAITH, PROTECTING YOU 





66 





AND AS THE SUN ROSE OVER KRAITH FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MANY CENTURIES, THE DUKE AND HIS 
کہا‎ FAMILY SAILED BACK TO EYRAN AND A LAND WHICH THEY KNEW WOULD ALSO BE 
(ESTORED. 
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TALES OF THE 
OTHERWORLD 


The Great Book says 
that there are those 
who are at peace... 
and such were the 
people of Eyran, a 
small, but prosperous 
island kingdom ruled 
hy Duke Evan and his 
son, Garyn. 

The Great Book also 
says that there are 
those who know no 
peace. They have evil 
in their souls. Death 
end destruction 
determines their every 
move. Such a peopie 
were these of the 
Imperial Empire of 
Cjismani. 

H was inevitable that 
these two cultures 
would dash... and 
one would have to bow 
the knee — or face 
extinction, The Cjismani 
were too arrogant 10 
consider it. Those of 
Eyran were aware that 
il they did yield, they 
would become slaves of 
the Cjismani... and 
that was worse than 
extinction, 

















